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imperialism, of 
which “The Atiack on Leviathan” is 
but one example, is in my judgment 
one of the most heartening phe- 
nomena in contemporary America. 
Donald Davidson has played a par- 
ticularly honorable part in foment- 
{ng this revolt, The ablest sections 
Of “The Attack on Leviathan” are 
those which expose the decadence 
of the smart young literati of the 
nineteen twenties who, under the 
guise of realism, betrayed their na- 
tive heritage and lost their own 
souls. “ 

There is something essentially 
good in Mr. Donaldson's relentless 
and brilliant assault upon the lit- 
trary and cultural standards which 

ew York had hoped to “sell” the 
country. In his wrath he makes 
articulate what is profoundly whole- 
some and authentically human in 
the Anglo-Saxon tradition. He can 
do this because his chief interest is 
not in negative revolt, but in posi- 
tive affirmation of regional values 
and particularly of Southern values. 

It is along the trail which Mr. 
Davidson is blazing that the great 
cultural advances of the future will, 
in my opinion, take place. That is 
the im of this work, and by 
that it ought to be judged. If the 
universities hope to remain agents 
of cultural progress they would do 
well to ponder on Mr. Davidson's 
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A more serious weakness results 


of his analysis 

naturally leaves a 
to be desired. I wish Mr. 
Davidson were more catholic in 
his view of men and things. The 
only time he really annoys me is 
when he allows the little “dis- 
senter” in him to become master of 
ceremonies. When he is in that mood 
he misunderstands even his own 
beloved South. Think of the pret- 
ty story somebody told him about 
the imminence of a “purze” of ag- 
rarians, at the 1936 Chatianooga 
conference of the Southern Polc 
committee! That just isn’t so. I was 
in charge of the meetiing, and I 
know. 

There is one question that al- 
ways haunts me when I reflect with 
furious indignations upon our 
cononial status in the South. Why 
have eo many of the abiest South- 
eners gone North during the past 
75 years? And why have so many 
of these emigres had more than 
their share of responsibility for 
helping: to maintain the colonial 
status of the South, and for pro- 
ducing the literature against which 
we fulminate? The only answer I 
can think of is that there are 
Southerners and Southerners. I 
agree with Donald Davidson that 
the good ones will want to stay 
home. But perhaps that also means 
that there are good ones in the 
Northeast with whof we ought to 
make common cause against Le- 
vitathan. 


